
GOURD INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name:_______________________ 
 Want to learn Have done Mainly do 

GOURDING 101 AND GOURD GROWING 

BASIC SKILLS    

• Repair a crack       
• Level a gourd       
• Tools to clean and sand inside & out        
• Green cleaning       
• Transfer a design       
• Photographing gourds    

GROWING       

• Starting gourd seeds       
• Growing tips and tricks    
• Manipulating with ropes, sheets, 

cords    

• Manipulating with forms & molds    

SURFACE DESIGN & COLORING 

PAINTING    

• Acrylic painting    
• Oil paints    
• Textured paints    
• Dry brushing    

INKS, DYES & STAINS    

• Alcohol inks    
• Leather dyes    
• TransTint dyes    
• Heat-set inks    
• Stains/washes    

PENS & DETAIL WORK    

• Paint pens    
• Ink pens       
• Colored pencils    

METALLIC FINISHES    

• Gold leaf       
• Metallic powders       



• Metallic paints    
• Stenciling & Masking    
• Geometric Designs    
• Faux finishes    

o Stone effects    
o Wood grain    
o Patina    
o Crackle    
o Faux raku       

WOODBURNING & CARVING 

PYROGRAPHY       

• Shading (Celtic, 3D)        
• Texture burning (stippling)       
• Fine-line burning (fur, feather)       

CARVING & CUTTING       

• Chip carving       
• Relief carving    
• Stippling & Undercutting    
• Engraving/scrimshaw techniques       
• Piercing & cutwork       
• Lattice cutting       
• Cutting lids       
• Inlay (stones, beads, etc)    

FIBER ARTS & WEAVING 
• Coiling       

o Pine needle    
o Seagrass       
o Waxed linen w/ or wo/ 

decorative stitches       
o Closed coil    
o Wrapping techniques       

• Flat reed or Round reed    
• Dying reed    
• Twining    
• Couching       
• Slit weaving       
• Netting    

o Knotless netting    



o Beaded netting    
• Lacing    
• Tenerife weaving    
• Philodendron sheath weaving    

CONSTRUCTION & FUNCTIONAL FORMS  

USEFUL ITEMS    
• Bowls       
• Lidded bowls    
• Bases & stands    
• Baskets    
• Handles & rims    
• Hinges & closures    
• Nightlights    
• Lamps & pendant lights    
• Gourd jewelry & Wearables    

CLAY    
• Air- dry clay    
• 2-part epoxy    
• Baked    
• Paper clay    

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS & SOUND    
• Drums    
• Rainsticks    
• Shakers/rattles    
• String instruments    
• Thumb Piano    
• Flutes/ocarinas    
• Percussion instruments other than 

drums    

NATURE & GARDEN PROJECTS    
• Birdhouses    
• Birdfeeders    
• Butterfly homes    
• Planters    
• Garden art    
• Fairy houses    

SCULPTURAL & DECORATIVE PROJECTS   



• Masks & Wall hangings    
• Figures & Dolls    
• Animal creations    
• Miniatures    
• Tree ornaments    
• Seasonal/holiday projects    
• Toys    
• Assemblage/mixed media 

construction    

MIXED MEDIA & EMBELLISHMENT   
• Collage    
• Decoupage    

BEADWORK    
• Cabochons & stones    
• Huichol art    

EMBELLISHMENT    
• Leather embellishment    
• Metal embellishment    
• Resin accents    
• Found-object embellishment    

 

 


